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Site Council Meeting Minutes 
Rio Americano High School 
Monday, January 22, 2018 

Admin Conference Room @ 3:00 PM 
 
 

 
Attendance: 
Brian T. Ginter   Laura Osecheck   Ava Sazaki 
Lauren Calcagno   Rocco Marrongelli   Marley Fortin 
Laura Wood     Jennifer Hemmer   Sue Savage 
Kim Campbell   Phillip Montbriand   Thomas Nelson (visitor) 
     
Non-Attending Members: 
Heather Jensen           
 
 
Ava Sazaki called the meeting to order at 3:04 PM. 
 
Approval of Minutes 
 
Jennifer Hemmer made a motion to approve the minutes of the November meeting and Rocco 
Marrongelli 2nd that motion.  The minutes passed unanimously. 
 
Principal’s Report 
 
Mr. Ginter reported to the group on four different topics: 

• Equal opportunity Schools 
• CTE Health and Life Sciences Pathway 
• Financial Literacy Night for seniors and parents 
• AP Capstone update 
• Course on Information Literacy 

Equal Opportunity Schools is working with all high schools in the district to try reaching what is 
considered equity in it’s AP/IB programs.  The nest steps for Rio Americano are to meet with 
identified students based on the EOS survey and inform them of their aptitude to be successful 
in AP classes.  There will then be individual meetings with students and finally letters sent 

 

 



home to parents about AP participation. 
 
Rio will be moving forward with the Health and Life Sciences pathway.  The program will be up 
and running next year, with hopefully 2 or 3 sections.  The district is working on finding a 
teacher for the program and ordering the equipment necessary.  A room for next year has 
been identified and the classes will be advertised to freshmen and sophomores during course 
selection this year. 
 
Mr. Ginter is pursuing the addition of a program for seniors at the end of the year on financial 
literacy for the college years and beyond.  The program would focus on credit cards and how 
they affect your future, learning to save and invest, and a case study of two different careers 
and how spending can affect your standard of living.  
 
College Board has given us the go ahead to become an AP Capstone school.  This will be 
introduced to students during schedule selection time and can provide a pathway to college 
readiness and acceptance at certain universities. The course will be promoted to 10th and 
eleventh grade students.  More information will be given at course selection time. 
 
We are trying to receive approval for an Information Literacy course that will be offered by our 
librarian.  It would be an elective with A-G credit focused on preparing students on how to use 
the library and do research work for their classes in high school and beyond.  The course could 
be a precursor to the AP research class for many students. 
 
Construction on softball is winding down and should be complete by January 30th with full use 
of the fields ready for the start of games this season. The fencing around the quad is 
scheduled to come down at the end of March or beginning of April. 
 
Budget Request 
 
While there were no budget requests, a review of the budget occurred during the meeting that 
highlighting what money is left in each category.  
 
New Business 
 
NA 
 
Old Business 
 
Mr. Ginter reviewed what has been accomplished by the SIT over the past year and a half: 
 

• Direction on Common Curriculum and Assessments 
• Review Site data and make recommendations about WASC action Plan and SPSA 
• F and E requests recommendations 
• Create surveys for students, staff, and parents then tabulated the data  
• Rubrics for SLO 
• Adjusted tutoring program for this year 
• EOS survey and steps for getting more students into AP classes 
• Guidelines for after finals and AP testing 



Marley shared she felt the SIT work should be more transparent and open to the public.  Mr. 
Ginter dis not disagree, but felt some work groups should not be fully open for all to see, as it 
stops open conversations and candor in the group.  It was discussed that Mr. Ginter may 
provide a summary on his principal’s message page. 
 
Walk-Ins and Visitor Comments 
 
NA 
 
Meeting adjourned at 4:19 PM 
 

Meetings are open to the public 
“Think Rio! The possibilities are endless.” 


